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indexed. Not illustrated. 1901 Excerpt: .umbers in water. Vandyke brown presents features which must be
referred to in detail. Nothing, indeed, more conclusively proves whether a given sample of Vandyke brown is a
true bituminous earth or a tinted imitation than its behaviour when ground in water (see also Chap. IX.). A true
Vandyke or Cassel brown forms, when ground to impalpable fineness in water, a pulp of jelly-like consistency.
Mixed with water and ground in a mill the mixture first assumes the thickness of cream, but after standing it
stiffens so that it can be cut with a knife. Spurious Vandyke brown, on the other hand, does not stiffen, and the
water, being very loosely held by the particles of oxide of iron and lamp black (which usually form the base of
such materials), readily separates, and leaves the paint hard and lumpy. The amalgamation of the water with
the dry colour will, in cases where genuine Vandyke brown is being used, be greatly assisted by dissolving in the
water a small quantity of carbonate of soda. One oz. of the latter is sufficient for 28 Ibs. of Vandyke brown, and
if the water is boiled, placed in contact with the colour while hot, and the mixture left some hours before it is
ground, the result will be better; 28 lbs. of good Vandyke brown will require from 28 to 35 Ibs. of water. Since
Vandyke brown in water is often used to stain woodwork previous to varnishing, and as...
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