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Aid of Recruiting, Held on the Common Under the Auspices of the Committee of One Hundred and FiDy, on
Wednesday, August 27, 1862 Mr. President and Fellow-Citizens: I greet this patriotic and enthusiastic gathering of
uncounted thousands of the people of Massachusetts with the most cordial and grateful homage. I would that I
might coin my very heart into words, that by some fitting phrase, by some power of real, inspiring eloquence, I
might speak to you, heart to heart, man to man, citizen to citizen, brother to brother, - the last word perhaps it
may be my fortune to utter before the grand army of Massachusetts now called from peaceful life to join their
gallant brethren in the field shall march from our reverend and holy soil. You are here, draDing yourselves
together at the call, - the gathering of the clans of liberty, the heroic sons, the patriotic citizens of
Massachusetts, parading yourselves together in voluntary pageant, preliminary to the voluntary march. But I
do not see in this long array of stalwart men, I do not perceive in these kindling eyes and on these glowing
cheeks, the mere desire to stimulate by banners and by grand array the zeal and patriotism of other men. I
perceive in it the spontaneous expression of individual purpose and of a combined and gathering will. These
bands who have passed before our sight are citizens of Massachusetts who have already drawn themselves, I
trust, to join the army, where soon...
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