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Meeting, American Sociological Society, Vol. 22: Held at Washington December 27-30, 1927 The lines of social
research have largely converged on the question of behavior reactions and the processes involved in their
formation and modification. It appears that the particular behavior patterns and the total personality are
overwhelmingly conditioned by the types of situations and trains of experience encountered by the individual in
the course of his life. The question of heredity remains a factor, but this is also being studied in terms of
behavior; it is, in fact, defined as the phylogenetic memory of experience - memory organically incorporated. In
approaching problems of behavior it is possible to emphasize - to have in the focus of attention for working
purposes - either the attitude, the value, or the situation. The attitude is the tendency to act, representing the
drive, the affective states, the wishes. The value represents the object or goal desired, and the situation
represents the configuration of the factors conditioning the behavior reaction. It is also possible to work from
the standpoint of adaptation - that is, how are attitudes and values modified according to the demands of
given situations. Any one of these standpoints will involve all the others, since they together constitute a process.
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