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Property, Vol. 3 Definition of law, in its general sense. - Law, in its most general and comprehensive sense,
signifies a rule of action; and is applied indiscriminately to all kinds of action, whether animate or inanimate,
rational or irrational. It is prescribed by a superior and the inferior is bound to obey it. Two ideas closely
associated with it are order and force. To the former notion preference was at one time given, but now to the
latter. Chase s Blackstone s Commentaries, I. Application of word law to the operation of natural forces. -
Examples: the laws of gravitation and of optics, inflexible in their nature, I Blackstone s Commentaries, 38
(original paging). To vegetable and animal life, - For instance, the laws governing growth and nutrition, as
unerringly enacted by Providence. I Bl. Com., 38. To human action. - The precepts laid down for man, a
creature endowed with reason and freedom of action. I Bl. Com., 39. Law Of Nature defined. - The will of the
Deity in regard to man, so far as discoverable by conscience and reason. To live honorably, to hurt nobody and
to render to every man his due. To follow it, is to seek our own highest welfare. I Bl. Com., 39. Divine Law. - This
is the Law of Nature and the Revealed Law. Relation of human laws to Divine. - The former should conform to
the latter, so far as they cover the same ground, and if they conflict the latter are morally paramount. Chase s
Blackstone, 5. How laws of nature ascertained. - Beyond...
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