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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The Irish Question, Federation or Secession This
article is not to be taken throughout as an expression of the writer s own opinion, but as an attempt to
understand the mind of the Ulster Protestant Party in regard to proposals for the self-government of Ireland.
The object of what follows is to discover if there is any method, consistent with the principles of the Northern
community, which offers a present hope of ending an old and bitter controversy. The Protestant Community of
Ulster The population of the whole of Ireland is a little under four and a half millions, while that of the Province
of Ulster is a little over one and a half millions. The Protestants of Ulster number more than 885, 000 persons.
They are therefore in a majority of nearly 200, 000 over their Roman Catholic fellow-countrymen in the
Northern Province. The so-called Ulster Party is not a party in the ordinary sense of the term. It is made up of all
classes of society and of every shade of political opinion. It includes Conservatives and Liberals; but Radicals,
Labour men, and Socialists form by far the larger portion of it. The Ulster Protestants have at all times been
distinguished by habits of thrift, industry, and enterprise, both as tillers of the soil and in mercantile pursuits.
They have been distinguished also by the importance which they attach to education and by the liberality,
untainted by corruption, of their municipal administration. At the date of the Union (1800) Belfast was a small
town of less than 50, 000 inhabitants; it now numbers over 400, 000. The mightiest vessels launched from its
slips...
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