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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The Good of It: How It Pays to Give Higher Education
to Negroes; Being Some Account of What Graduates of Atlanta University Are Doingfor the UpliAing of Their
Race While sitting at breakfast in a hotel dining room in one of our progressive southern cities, last June, I fell
into conversation with a stranger who gave evidence of possessing more than ordinary intelligence and a good
fund of information, except upon one subject. Yet upon this particular subject he had most decided opinions,
and expressed himself with great force. We were talking about education as a means of alleviating distressing
social conditions. And yet, said he, education doesn t always help. Take the case of the Negro - when did
education ever do a Negro any good? Why, do you know three fourths of the Negroes in our prisons are
educated. How much education do you suppose they have? I asked. They can read and write, he answered, that
is about as far as the Negro can go in education. Whatever else he acquires is purely through the faculty of
imitation, and the pity of it is that he always imitates what is worst. It happened that I had recently visited the
schools and some of the homes of the Negroes in that city (they were graduates of Atlanta University) and so I
asked him if he had done the same. No, I have not, he answered, and then challenged me again, but when did
you ever see an education do a Negro any good? This man was doubtless expressing his honest conviction with
reference to the education of the Negroes, and I have related...
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