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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The Osprey, Vol. 1: An Illustrated Magazine of
Popular Ornithology, January, 1902 The deer have long since become a thing of the past, but quail (California
Partridge) still manage to hold their own on protected tracts, and an occasional cotton-tail rabbit manages to
find a secluded copse of wild blackberry briars where he is safe from roving dogs, and hare or jackrabbit now
and then ventures down from the hills. At the present day many species of our flora are but remembrances and
only a comparatively small percentage of our avifauna represents the once abundant clans that furnished life
and song to our woodlands. In fact, some varieties seldom visit these parts nowadays, but the California Jay is
here in goodly numbers; too cheeky to be crowded out. He is now enabled to procure food from man s agency
as well as nature s, a greater variety of more tempting morsels as he evidently sagaciously thinks, often
building his nest in some vacant lot or safer yet, in some secluded garden where as yet an oak or two have been
spared from the woodman s axe, among our population of over 20,000 souls. In only a few parts of town
remain small tracts of oaks and underbrush in something of the original state, and rambling through them
early in March we will find the Jays mated, rather unobtrusive and tolerably silent for such noisy birds, now and
then uttering a low croak which is either a warning note or an intentional subdued means of communication.
Late in March we may observe a bird convey small sticks, but the birds will stop work if aware of...
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