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the people slipt from me, and thou wast not come according to
the days appointed, and the Philistines were gathered together
in Machmas, I said: Now will the Philistines come down upon me
to Galgal, and I have not appeased the face of the Lord. Forced
by necessity, I offered the holocaust. And Samuel said to Saul:
Thou hast done foolishly, and hast not kept the commandments
of the Lord thy God, which He commanded thee. And if thou
hadst not done thus, the Lord would now have established thy
kingdom over Israel for ever (1 Kings xiii. 9). And he gave a sign
the same day, saying: This shall be the sign, that the Lord hath
spoken: Behold the altar shall be rent, and the ashes that are
upon it shall be poured out. And when the king had heard the
word of...
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