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but most of it was due to the failure of voles born in the spring

to continue growing. No data on the growth rate of M.
ochrogaster were found in the literature. According to the
somewhat scanty data from my study, secured from
observations of individuals born in the laboratory, young voles
gained approximately 0.6 of a gram per day for the first ten
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days, approximately one gram per day up to an age of one
month, and approximately 0.5 of a gram per day from an age
of one month until growth ceases. This growth rate was
especially variable after the voles reached an age of thirty
days. The growth rate approximates those described for M.
pennsylvanicus (Hamilton, 1941:12) and for M. californicus
(Hatfield, 1935:269; Selle, 1928:97). Although the data were
inadequate for a definite statement, | gained the impression
that there was no difference between the sexes in growth rate.
In general, young voles grow most rapidly in the April-May-
June period and least rapidly in mid-winter. Several voles, born
in late autumn,...
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