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June 3rd 1907, the Workers movement in Russia grew weaker from year to year, in 1907 there were 700,000
registered strikers as against 1,108,000 in 1906 and 2,863,000 in 1905, while in 1908 there were only 176,000 and in
1909 64,000. The proletariat seemed to be crushed for a long time to come. From that time up to the revival of
the workers movement in 1912 reaction ruled eyerywhere. In the elections to the Duma in the same year various
parties contested and got elected. There were a few Bolsheviks as well. On the other hand the check given to the
revolutionary movement cast disillusion everywhere. Talented writers and serious thinkers revived idealist
philosophy. Former Social. Democrats destroying what they had once destroyed preached a return to religion,
if not the established Church. Even Maxim Gorky! and Lunacharsky preached a religion without God which was
none the less a withdrawal from Materialism. God is all that is human in the supreme power. Let us worship the
energies of humanity wrote Lunacharsky. Plekhanov made a bitter attack on them, Lenin followed with his
refutation in a Book form - Materialism and Empirio-criticism. Yet the question of the Social Democratic
attitude towards this revival of religious thought demanded clarification. About the Publisher Forgotten Books
publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at This book is a reproduction of an
important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work,
preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an
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