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tough, bully-beating Beatrice. And if he had never met Beatrice, he might never have discovered the burrowing
owls living in the lot on the corner of East Oriole Avenue. And if he had never discovered the owls, he probably
would have missed out on the adventure of a lifetime. Apparently, bullies do serve a greater purpose in the
scope of the universe. Because if it wasn't for Dana Matherson. In his first novel for a younger audience, Carl
Hiaasen (Basket Case, etc. ) plunges readers right into the middle of an ecological mystery, made up of
endangered miniature owls, the Mother Paula's All-American Pancake House scheduled to be built over their
burrows, and the owls' unlikely allies--three middle school kids determined to beat the screwed-up adult system.
Hiaasen's tongue is firmly in cheek as he successfully cuts his slapstick sense of humor down to kid-size. Sure to
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