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illustrated. 1832 edition. Excerpt: . . . which his lawn was irrigated. Guns were procured, but only one powder-
flask was attainable, and it was to be a partnership concern. For this purpose, it was large enough in all
conscience, being an old-fashioned horn bound with brass, and capable of holding a pound of powder. We
filled it to the top. At a short distance from the house, a snipe sprang unexpectedly--1 killed it--and in
attempting to reload, the charge ignited in the barrel, and the horn blew up in my hand. My clothes were
reduced to tinder, my hat scorched, my hair and eyebrows burned off, but excepting a slight cut in my hand,
otherwise | was perfectly uninjured. Not a fragment of the flask, but one shattered piece of horn, could be found
upon the unbroken surface of the snow. H, who was about one hundred yards distant from me, described the
explosion as louder than the report of a nine-pounder; yet, to me, the noise was trifling. Was not this escape
miraculous The second explosion, in which | perpetrated arson, occurred some ten miles up the river. By some
unhappy mischance, | took out a flask of condemned powder, and the accident was not discovered, until it was
too late to be remedied. To dry the powder was the alternative, and we repaired for this purpose to the only
house within four miles of the place, a shieling occupied by an old herdsman and his wife. The powder was...
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