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illustrated. 1886 Excerpt: . . . this is about the proportion which is observed in Alsace. In the valley of the Rhine
the quantity of rain is on an average from 22 to 22-8 inches in the year, while on the high Vosges it is from 43 to
47 inches. Alsace therefore is in this respect a resume of the entire continent. The Jura, arresting the passage of
the winds which bear the vapour drawn from the ocean, forces them also to let fall their burden of moisture. By
tracing a transverse line to the valley of the Saonc from the heights of s Charolais to the mountains of Jura, M.
Fournet has ascertained that the annual precipitation increases tolerably regularly with the altitude; from 27-4
inches on the right bank of the Saonc it increases gradually to the parallel wall of the Jura; on the western side
it becomes greater with the altitude, and thus from the height of the ground we could estimate the mean
quantity of rain. On the southern slope of the Cevennes, where the winds blow with such violence because of the
rapid variations of temperature produced by insolation and radiation, the difference which is observed
between the annual falls of rain is still more considerable than at the foot of the other mountains of France.
Over the town of Arles the total precipitation is 17-7 inches; but at some 60 miles to the north the town of
Joyeuse, situated in the valley of Ardeche, which overlooks...
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