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taken in connection with what had preceded, and the
instruction and admonition of the judge, they by no means, in
[ S our judgment, establish a clear case of abuse of discretion, or
\ . theviolation of any legal principle, in allowing the witness to

testify. Older and wiser persons might have failed to answer
these same questions, without creating such imputation upon
their intelligence, or proper application of the nature and
obligations of an oath, as would exclude them a s witnesses.
Neither in form nor substance are they calculated to.probe the
conscience of such a witness, and to ascertain her competency
in reference to the nature of an oath as a religious obligation
and solemn appeal to God, that is the principal subject of
inquiry when an examination of this character is made. (1
Phillips on Evidence, 12; 1 Wharton on Law of Evidence,...
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